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Director
KCHR

Kerala Council for Historical Research
(KCHR), Thiruvananthapuram

In collaboration with

The Association of British Scholars
(ABS), Trivandrum Chapter

Invites you to the public lecture by

Dr. Tom Licence
University of East Anglia, England

on

‘A History of Garbage: 
The Origins of a Throwaway Society’

 11th November 2016 at 2.30 pm
Fourth Estate Hall, Press Club, Thiruvananthapuram

Dr. Thomas Isaac
(Hon. Minister for Finance, Govt. of Kerala) would preside 

over the function

You are cordially invited to attend the public lecture

(Join us for a cup of tea & snacks)

Chairman
KCHR



11th Nov 2016
Fourth Estate Hall, Thiruvananthapuram at 2.30 pm
Welcome : Prof. P. J. Cherian

Director, KCHR

Presidential remarks : Dr. Thomas Isaac
Hon. Minister for Finance 
Govt. of Kerala

Lecture : Dr. Tom Licence
University of East Anglia, England

Discussion

Vote of Thanks 	 : Dr. Preeta Nayar
Research Officer, KCHR

7th Nov 2016
Indian Institute of Archaeology Pattanam at 10.30 am
Welcome : Dr. Deepak Nair

Research Associate, KCHR

Presidential remarks : Prof. P. J. Cherian
Director, KCHR

Lecture : Dr. Tom Licence
University of East Anglia, England

Q & A session with the students, staff and others attending the lecture

Vote of Thanks : Ms. Sindhura T. P
PGDA, IIA Pattanam

For more information on the program, please contact us at 
+919562848577 (Pattanam),  +91 94471 37651 (Thiruvananthapuram) 



Dr. Tom Licence is Senior Lecturer in History at the University 
of East Anglia in England. He is the author of ‘What the Victorians 
Threw Away’ and the searchable database of artefacts recovered 
from historic rubbish dumps: www.wtvta.com. His archaeological 
work has featured on BBC’s Inside Out, the BBC World Service, US 
National Public Radio, The Atlantic’s City Lab and in various other 
media outlets nationally and globally.

Kerala Council for Historical Research 
KCHR, a trans-disciplinary social 
science research centre located at 
Thiruvananthapuram is an autonomous 
institution affiliated to the University of 
Kerala and funded by the Higher Education 
Department, Government of Kerala. 
KCHR has been conducting archaeological 
excavations at Pattanam in Ernakulam 
District since 2007. The excavation has 
captured global academic attention and 
its findings have potential to rewrite the 
maritime history of the Old World. For more 
information, please visit: www.kchr.ac.in

The Association of British Scholars
(ABS), Trivandrum Chapter

The Association of British Scholars (ABS) is a 
national forum to facilitate the networking 
of Indians who have studied or trained in 
the UK. ABS India aims to strengthen the 
Indo-UK relationship by harnessing the 
resources, expertise and potential of every 
ABS chapter through networking, sharing 
information and hosting social, cultural and 
intellectual activities. More information 
and membership details from www.
britishcouncil.in/programmes/uk-alumni/
join-association-british-scholars-abs.

‘A History of Garbage: The Origins of a Throwaway Society’  - Humans, since 

pre-historic times, have generated waste, but it was the Victorians (1837-1901) who 

first generated garbage in large quantities. The arrival, in the late nineteenth century, of 

brands and packaged products led to the creation of a new waste stream consisting of 

glass, ceramic, metal and paper packaging. Disposability was a factor in its design, and 

soon the Victorians learned to discard not only things that were broken, but also empty 

containers. Such were the origins of our throwaway society.

In this lecture, Dr. Licence uses items excavated from rubbish dumps to show how our 

throwaway habits developed. He explores Victorian ideas about re-use and re-cycling, 

and links emerging patterns of waste-creation to the growth of western consumerism.


